Unemployment
Abingdon the unemployment among women is almost entirely in
the clothing group. In 1933 a clothing factory of long standing was
closed down, and a large number of its employees were women who
were too old to be readily absorbed in other industries. In the case of
young men living at Woodstock the unemployment is in the group
'construction and repair of motor vehicles, &c/, and the high pro-
portion is due to the fact that an increasing number of these young
men work in the Oxford motor industry and are included in the
figures of the insured workers in Oxford while they register for
unemployment benefit at Woodstock.
Periodical and seasonal fluctuations.
The chart (Fig. 25) shows the changes in the monthly figures
of unemployment in the Area since 1927. Inspection of the lower
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fig. 25. Monthly Variations in Unemployment. Survey A±ea, 1927-36.
Insured Workers 16-64.
curve shows that there is in most years a very marked peak about
July, and a much smaller one about the end of the year. The
midsummer peak is entirely due to the seasonal slackness in the
motor industry; it is this type of unemployment which dominates
the whole picture. The upper curve shows the variations excluding
unemployment in the motor industry for the years since 1931, the
year in which this industry began to be subject to these large-scale
stoppages. This curve is much more even than the other one. There
is a year-end peak, which is entirely due to the winter stoppages in
the building trade. Otherwise the only periodic tendency ascertain-
able is a slight sympathetic movement in phase with the motor
stoppages.
Apart from the motor and building industries, there is little
seasonal unemployment. Sample analyses were made of certain
other industries, but the results were so small that a detailed inquiry

